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FOREWORD 

Though trained in Sosho, the translator may often encounter a character written in the 
rass script which he does not remember or cannot recognize. This dictionary was compiled to 
urnish a tool for the translator so that he may trace to the respective written forms common 
baracters written in Sosho. 

The dictionary contains approximately 3500 characters chosen on the basis of common 
isage in the military language. Where a character has more than one Sosho form, all common 
variants are included. It must be remembered that any cursive script varies with the individual 
vriting it. However, it is felt that the forms herein contained are standard. 

The dictionary is based on the same principle of usage as any Chinese character dictionary. 
■i rs t, the radical must be ascertained and then the character found under that radical’s section 
a the dictionary. The first 6 pages contain radical charts similar to those found on the fly leaves 
if ordinary character dictionaries. The radicals in these charts, however, are in their Sosho 
orm or forms. Inasmuch as there is no system of counting strokes while writing in Sosho, the 
eader should acquaint himself thoroughly with these radical forms in order to be able to 
ecognize quickly the radical involved. 

If a radical is clearly distinguishable on the left of the character, it will be the radical under 
vhkh the character is to be found. If it is not clearly distinguishable there, go next to the top 
hen to the right, bottom and middle. Envelopes and wrappers are, of course, a controlling 
lement. However, an effort has been made to cross index so that, if more than one radical 
s clearly distinguishable, it will be found under both radicals in the dictionary. If there is 
possibility of mistaking a certain pattern for a radical which the character actually does not 
ontain, it will also be found under the mistaken radical. 

Many radicals, standing alone, have more than one written form. It must be realized that 
ny one of these forms may be used when the radical is part of another character. However, 
very character in this dictionary does not appear with all the variations of radicals. Therefore, 
: i s recommended that in using this dictionary, first look for the radical in its same form to 
scertain its variations. 


A table of difficult-to-find characters has been included. 

The 2400 characters chosen from Professor Chamberlain’s book, which he considered 
essential, and a Hentai Gana chart are also included. 

The dictionary was written in pen because it is known that most of the Sosho writing 
of the Japanese in the field is by this method. 

It is not intended that this dictionary be a key to Sosho if the user has not been trained in 
Sosho. However, if the trained translator uses this dictionary in the same way as his regular 
dictionary, it is thought that many of the difficulties of grass script will be alleviated. No 
readings or meanings have been given because it is assumed that the user will be trained to the 
extent that, if he can recognize the written form, he will know the readings and meanings. 

Lou Yet Ming, Technical Sergeant USMC 
Reading Instructor 
Japanese Language School USMC 
Camp Elliott, California 
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